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Turkey continued to maintain the pretence of neu-
trality for so many weeks is not precisely known;
but her hesitation may be fairly ascribed to two main
causes. Enver and other military advisers were
desirous of gaining time to complete mobilization,1
and Germany, on other grounds, had counselled her
ally to await an opportune moment.2

While instructed opinion in Constantinople recog-
nized the physical difficulties attached to any military
expedition against Egypt, public imagination was pro-
foundly stirred by the proposal to march against the Suez
Canal.3 Egypt, treacherously filched from the Empire,
was worth many sacrifices to regain, and as France
regarded Alsace and Lorraine, so, it was argued, must

1  The  Turkish Army in August  1914 was organized to form
15 Divisions.   That number was immediately doubled :  and at the
date of  the declaration of war the Ottoman Empire was able to
dispose of 300,000 troops.   Ultimately she raised 800,000 (An Outline
of the Egyptian and Palestine Campaigns, 1914 to 1918).

2  Major-General Sir M. Bowman Manifold skilfully analyses this
point.   Summarized, his conclusions may be stated as follows :  Turkey
delayed her entrance into the War to suit the plans of the Central
Powers.   If Germany had been successful in 1914, the Turkish Army
intact would have been a valuable weapon to use against Russia and
Great Britain.    But the early course of the campaign in Europe did
not run as smoothly as the Central Powers had expected.    Great
Britain joined France. Russia conducted her mobilization more rapidly
than had been anticipated, and invaded East Prussia.   Germany met
in September with a reverse on the Marne.    The Austro-Hungarian
armies had suffered a similar fate at Lemberg.   Not until the close
of October did Germany perceive that her pre-war forecast of events
must be modified.    To divert the attention of Russia and Great
Britain from the battlefields of Europe, she instructed Turkey to
declare war.

3  Oberst' Freiherr Kress von Kressenstein, in an article contri-
buted   to the   Jabrbucb dts Bundes der Asienkdmppr 1921   (pub-
lished  by  the   Orient-BvMandlung,   Berlin),   entitled   ' Zwischen
Kaukasus und Sinai', declares that on the mobilization of the Turkish
armies instructions were dispatched to Zaki Pasha, commanding
IVth Army Corps at Damascus, to make preparations for an attack
upon Egypt.